
Escarpment Mine Proposal, Denniston Plateau, July 2011 update 

West Coast Environment Network – wcent@riseup.net 

Hi there, exciting developments are afoot in the campaign against opencast coal 
mining on the Denniston Plateau. Forest and Bird recently launched a campaign for 
the creation of a ‘Denniston Reserve’ that would offer long overdue protection for 
upland coal measure ecosystems. The reserve would include within its boundaries 
the 200 hectares currently proposed for an open-cast coal mine and coal processing 

plant by Buller Coal Ltd.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For a horrifying alternative vision for the plateau, we recommend taking a look at 
Bathurst Resources Ltd's recent investor presentation to the Goldmann Sachs 
Emerging Companies conference at  
http://www.bathurstresources.com/files/files/889_20110519_Investor_Presentation.pdf 

Page six shows the company's aerial view of future coal extraction from the Brunner 
coal measures and beyond – a 'total resource target' of 125-167 million tonnes of 
coal.  

The company tells its investors that there were 'no major issues raised' on the 
Escarpment Mine Proposal resource consent application. We disagree! We believe 
the destruction of a priority site for biodiversity management, a nationally  
significant wetland and an originally rare ecosystem, along with the loss of habitat 
for rare and endangered species, and doubling of New Zealand's coal exports, are all 
major issues. The resource consent hearing has finished and we await the decision 
of the commissioners.  

The Department of Conservation's decision making process on an access 
arrangement for the mine pit area is running at a faster pace and we are likely to 
know the outcome within a month. You have no say in this, because unlike most 
commercial activities on Doc land, mining access arrangements have no provision for 
public input. 

This 5950 hectare 
proposed reserve, so far 
presented to the West 
Coast Tai Poutini 
Conservation Board and 
the Minister of 
Conservation, is all on 
public land and two 
thirds is conservation 
land. Our bottom line is 
the inclusion of the 
reserve in Schedule 4 of 
the Crown Minerals Act. 



However you will soon be able to submit on the concession application for a coal 
processing plant with a 35-year term. We will provide a concession submission guide 
to help people have their say on this, and to let the Minister of Conservation know, 
in no uncertain terms, that this would be profoundly unacceptable and irresponsible 

management of this publicly owned and unique area.   

 

 

The southern end of the Denniston Plateau (left), looking across the 150 hectare Escarpment Mine Proposal Area 

towards Mt Rochfort  and an aerial view of open-cast coal mining at Stockton Plateau (right). 

 
Some of our members have sought information on the mine proposal from DOC 
through the Official Information Act, to help keep you all informed. The Department 
was cooperative until a recent small request, for which a charge of $1200 up front 
was demanded. This is completely unjustified and a complaint has been lodged with 
the Ombudsmen. 

 

How to help stop the EMP:  

 

• Write a letter (if you haven’t already) to the Minister for Conservation 
(kate.wilkinson@parliament.govt.nz), and the West Coast Conservator 

(mslater@doc.govt.nz) outlining your concerns/opposition.  If you need more 

information to help structure this, or need a template, get in touch.  

• Write a letter to the Editor of your local paper(s) highlighting the issue. This 
will help generate media attention on the topic, which has so far received little. 

• WC ENT will alert people as to if/when DOC publicly notifies the Concession 
for the coal processing plant. This could be in the next two months. Guidance 
on how to submit will be available. 

• Tell lots of people about this, and pass on this information! If anyone you 
know wants to be on this mailing list, let us know. 

 

Thank you,   The West Coast Environment Network team 

If you do not want to receive these updates, please email us with 'take me off the list' in the subject line. 


