
Campaign to stop the Escarpment Mine, Denniston Plateau 
September 2011 update

West Coast Environment Network – wcent@riseup.net  

On Friday August 26th the Commissioners released their decision to grant 
consents for the Escarpment Mine on the Denniston Plateau. For background on 
the mine proposal itself see here: 
http://coalactionnetworkaotearoa.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/help-stop-the-
escarpment-mine- denniston-plateau-_1_1.pdf 
 
A revealing quote from the 200-page 
decision:
"From the evidence presented to us, 
it is abundantly clear that large scale 
mining is poised to invade the 
Denniston Plateau coal reserves 
which if unchecked, will totally 
destroy the ecosystems that are 
present."
 
Unfortunately the Commissioners 
decided that they weren't the ones 
to stop it, despite abundant 
evidence proving that this proposal, 
and its inherent cumulative effects, 
is contrary to the RMA. It didn't help 
that the Department of Conservation wasn't at the resource consent hearing, so 
the Commissioners couldn't fully consider the ecological damage. They also 
didn't consider climate change in the 'general sense' saying that they lacked 
jurisdiction. We don't accept that argument. 

The full decision on the Escarpment Mine Proposal resource consents can be 
found at http://www.wcrc.govt.nz/escarpment/decision.html 

West Coast Environment Network has decided to lodge an appeal, the grounds 
for which will be ecological, economic and relating to climate change. We will do 

our best to be a force of reason to 
be reckoned with, and feel that 
this is the beginning of quite a 
prolonged battle and a rekindling 
of the mining debate. 

The company still needs approval 
of the Department of Conservation 
for an access arrangement (for the 
mine pit) and a concession (for 
coal processing plant) and we will 
all get the chance to tell Doc to 
grow a spine and protect this high 
value conservation land from coal 
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Denniston Plateau - an outstanding natural  
landscape at risk of total destruction 



mining when the public submissions process starts. It would be fantastic for you 
all to submit.  

Even if the Commissioners can get 
away with consenting the beginning 
of the total destruction of upland 
coal measure ecosystems, it will be 
much harder for the Department of 
Conservation to swallow this, and 
not choke.

Fundraising for the Appeal:

We are now in the position of 
needing to raise funds for an appeal 
of the Resource Consent decision. In 
our submission we presented a 
significant amount of evidence from 

the Department of Conservation’s technical scientists on ecological impacts of 
the mine, and hope to raise enough money to call these witnesses to the 
Environment Court.

We are aiming to raise $5000 in the next three months to aid the running of an 
Environment Court case. If anyone has any spare change for a worthy cause.....

West Coast Environment Network Account is Kiwibank 38 9012 0009759 00 West 
Coast ENT Incorporated.

Action points for you to stop the EMP going ahead:

• Tedious letter writing! Outline your concerns/opposition to the Minister for 
Conservation (kate.wilkinson@parliament.govt.nz ), the West Coast 
Conservator (mslater@doc.govt.nz), your local MP and your local paper.  If you 
need more information to help structure this, or need a template, get in 
touch.  Thanks to all those who have sent letters already!
• WC Ent will alert people when DOC publicly notifies their decision. This 
could be in the next month, hard to know. Guidance on how to submit will be 
available.

• If you have any spare time and energy to help beyond the above, 
please get in touch.

Thank you, the West Coast Environment Network team

If you do not want to receive these updates, please email us with 'take me off the 
list' in the subject line.

West Coast green gecko on the Denniston Plateau. 
Photo by Marieke Lettink.


