
DUMP 
DENNISTON 

TELL WESTPAC TO STOP  
FUNDING COAL MINING  

ON THE DENNISTON PLATEAU  

• Bathurst Resources, an Australian-owned 
company, wants to be the biggest coal  
company in NZ.

• They want to turn the top of the 
spectacular Denniston plateau into a large 
open-cast coal mine that would be the 
first of several mines in the area.

• Bathurst wants to dig up 84 million 
tonnes of coal that would add 218 
million tonnes of carbon dioxide to the 
atmosphere: New Zealand’s biggest new 
climate-changing project.

YOU CAN HELP US STOP THEM

BEFORE AFTER

Bathurst doesn’t have deep pockets. 
In fact they are very short of cash and 
developing this mine will cost hundreds of 
millions. They can’t do it without finance 
and Westpac is helping them out. 

Write to Westpac telling them to call in their 
loan and stop supporting Bathurst and their 
dangerous Denniston mine. 

It’s easy! Just go to http://gofossilfree.
org/nz/westpac and send a letter using 
our easy online form or write your own and 
send it to Mr Peter Clare, CEO Westpac, 
PO Box  934 Auckland 1140.

You can stop the destruction of our beautiful 
landscapes - as shown below.



WHY WE CAN’T BANK ON COAL 

There is a growing international movement 
away from coal and other fossil fuels. 

Coal-fired power plants are being cancelled 
all over the world. Of 111 new coal plants 
planned in the US in 2008, work has begun 
on only two.

The World Bank and the European 
Investment Bank (the EU’s lending arm) 
have announced they will make no new 
loans to coal power plants. US President 
Barack Obama has announced a similar 
policy with US overseas investment banks. 

THERE IS GOOD 
REASON TO 
ABANDON COAL
The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change, that advises the UN and world 
governments on climate science, has just 
published its fifth Assessment Report, 
compiling thousands of peer-reviewed 
articles by leading climate scientists.  It 
reports it is 95% certain that the climate 
is changing because of human activities – 
principally the burning of fossil fuels: coal,  
oil and gas. 

Governments have agreed that to have a 
reasonable chance of a liveable climate in 
the future we must keep global warming to 
no more than 2 degrees C. However the  

amount of discovered fossil fuel reserves 
that fossil fuelcompanies plan to dig up 
would release five times the amount of CO2 
we can still afford to burn in order to have a 
credible chance of keeping to 2 degrees. 

The biggest of these reserves is coal, which 
will cause 79% of future global warming 
from fossil fuels if we let it.

The most dangerous coal project in our 
country right now is Bathurst’s plan to 
mine the Denniston plateau. Denniston is 
also a place of rare species, undisturbed 
ecosystems and breathtaking scenery. 
See www.forestandbird.co.nz for more 
information.  

Bathurst is running very short of money 
and they can’t do it without finance. 
Westpac is Bathurst’s banker, providing 
them with loans and credit.

Coal Action Network Aotearoa (CANA)  
is committed to a coal free Aotearoa by 
2027, when existing mining permits run 
out. That means no new mines and a just 
transition away from coal. 

350.org is campaigning for 80% of known 
global fossil fuel reserves to stay in the 
ground in order to keep global warming to 
2 degrees. They are calling for divestment 
from fossil fuels to help make this happen. 
350 and CANA have joined together in this 
campaign to persuade Westpac to stop 
funding Bathurst.

WILL YOU JOIN US?

www.350.org.nz www.coalactionnetworkaotearoa 
.wordpress.com 


